WITH HUMOR AND CHILDLIKE NAIVETY

Cultural Contact in the Children’s Short Film
JOYEUX NOEL, RACHID (Sam Gabarski, BE/FR 2000, 16"
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You know Rachid, we
Muslims, we believe
In Allah, just like

' Catholics believe in God.
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You are Muslim, 00:13:53

lbrahim as well.

Christians also eat

| couscous from '
- Yes, but we took

# | __ | off our shoes.
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time to time.

THE FILM IN 38 WORDS CONTACT ZONES RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY

Two Muslim boys, Rachid and Ibrahim, are experien- Interplay between the representation of How are identity and difference
cing the Christmas season in a Belgian city. They are cultural contacts and childhood images represented in the short film?
becoming acquainted with various traditions, assimilating
rituals, and appear to be both curious and captivated by the
Illuminations, melodies, and customs.

CONCEPTS OF CHILDHOOD

The film represents children as bearers of hope
for peaceful coexistence. This motif traces back

REPRESENTATION AS A
FOUNDATION OF MEANING

IDENTITY, OTHERING &
IMAGINED COMMUNITIES

. . . . Relationship between content and Social relations as boundary work, rooted In
to Enlightenment imaginings of childhood. . . L . .
. — . discourse, semantic references to diversity, processes of belonging and demarcation,
The short film portrayes childlike, naive prota- . . . . . .
identity and othering thereby constructing imagined communities.

gonists in a comical-ironic manner, allowing for
an approach to the often controversially dis-
cussed topic of Christian-Muslim encounter.
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