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Foreword

President of the European College of Veterinary Public Health

Dear Diplomates, Residents and guests, dear colleagues,

I'm delighted to be able to welcome so many of you to the ECVPH scientific conference and Annual
General Meeting 2026 here in Munich.

The theme of the conference "Leveraging Al for Veterinary Public Health" is very appealing and
particularly relevant for the current times in science, education as well as in our everyday lives.

As usual, we have invited our Residents and Diplomates to showcase their current work in VPH research
and teaching. This year, we received twice as many abstracts as in previous years, which is a fantastic
response. This is also a clear indication of the good health and successful work of our College!

The programme will also provide ample opportunities to connect and exchange ideas in a pleasant and
inspiring environment, while catching up with old friends and meeting new colleagues.

My sincere thanks go to the local organising team for all their hard work in making this meeting possible.
| wish you all a wonderful and enjoyable stay in Germany.

Yours,

Bojan Blagojevic
President of the European College of Veterinary Public Health (2024-2026)
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Foreword

Local Organising Committee

Dear colleagues and friends,

It is with great pleasure — and no small amount of excitement — that we welcome you to Munich for
the ECVPH Conference and Annual General Meeting 2026!

The response to this year's meeting has been truly wonderful. We are delighted to welcome around 200
participants joining us both on-site and online, to explore together how artificial intelligence is reshaping
veterinary public health. The response to our call for abstracts has been just as encouraging: with 59
submissions received, this has been one of our strongest years yet, and a lovely reflection of just how
much energy and creativity there is in our community right now.

Given the volume of submissions, we've decided to make a small but meaningful change to the
programme this year: alongside the traditional poster display, we've introduced a dedicated Poster Pitch
Session that will give ten presenters a few minutes each to pitch their work directly to the audience
before the poster viewing session. We hope this engaging format sparks curiosity early and leads to even
livelier conversations at the poster boards afterwards.

Alongside the scientific programme, we've put together a series of social events we're genuinely excited
about. From the Residents' Social Evening and Joint Welcome Reception that kick off the week, to a
Guided Tour of Munich City and our Conference Dinner at the historic Augustiner Stammhaus, we hope
these moments give you plenty of opportunities to catch up with old friends, meet new colleagues, and
enjoy each other's company beyond the lecture hall.

We have put a lot of care into building a programme that reflects the depth and breadth of current
thinking on Al in our field, and we can't wait to see where the discussions, new connections, and shared
ideas of the coming days will take us.

Last but not least — a big thanks to a wonderful team that helped make all this happen — for you!

Welcome to Munich — we hope you have a wonderful and inspiring conference!

Warm regards,

Alexandra Fetsch
On behalf of the Local Organising Committee, ECVPH Munich 2026
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Local Organizing Committee

Claudia Guldimann

Jana Walther
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Melanie
Westermann

Maria Wittmann

Carola Sauter-Louis
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Conference Programme

Organisation

Invitation

Join us at the ECVPH Conference and AGM
2026! Explore how Al advances Veterinary
Public Health in the scientific program. A
range of social events and networking
activities will create space to inspire dialogue,
encourage new collaborations, and create a
stimulating conference experience for all.
Looking forward to see you in Munich!

Location

Main Lecture Hall

Veterinary Campus Oberschleil3heim
Sonnenstr. 18A, Oberschleilheim, Germany

Conference Dinner
Augustiner Stammhaus
Neuhauser Str. 27
80331 Munich

Register now and check out the
webpage!

ECVPHMunich2026 O o
Email: ecvph2026@vetmed.Imu.de

Workshops

Pre-Conference Workshops
Location: Schonleutnerstr. 8, 85576 Oberschleiltheim
(10 min from Lecture Hall)

WS1: Environmental monitoring (Claudia Guldimann)
WS2: Al-assisted Risk Negotiation (Alexandra
Fetsch)

WS3: Diagnostic Test Evaluation without gold
standard (Simon Firestone)

Program
Tuesday Sept 15t

09:00-18:00h  Workshops (Part 1)
19:30-22:30h  Residents’ Social
Evening
Wednesday Sept 2nd
09:00-17:00 h Workshops (Part 2)

18:00-19:00 h Residents’ Meeting

19:00-20:30 h Joint welcome reception
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Thursday, Sept. 3
08:00h Arrival and Registration
09:00h Opening of the Conference

SESSION 1: Al in Food Safety
Chair: Sophia Johler

09:10h Bas van der Velden (Wageningen
University&Research): Al foundation models

for food safety

09:50h Kacper Libera (Utrecht University),
Michal Majewski (Technical University of
Denmark): Al in broiler meat inspection: are

we ready?

10:10h Mareike Wenning (LGL): Prospects
and challenges in predicting spoilage in
minced meat along the food chain

10:30h Coffee break

11:00h Poster pitches & viewing
Chair: Claudia Guldimann

12:15h Lunch

SESSION 2: Al in Population Medicine
Chair: Carola Sauter-Louis

13:20h Zsuzsa Farkas (University of Veterinary
Medicine Budapest): Al-Driven Risk
Identification and Preparedness Systems

Thursday, Sept. 3

14:00h Peter-John Noble (University of Liverpool):
Using language models of all sizes to identify
disease signals in messy veterinary data

14:20h Sandy Carmichael (Scotland’s Rural
College): Bitesize Biosecurity: Al for Accessible
Biosecurity Guidance for Farmers and
Veterinarians

14:40h lurii Savvateev, Kangwei Hou (LMU
Munich): Al-based biosecurity measurements for
conservation of endangered species

15:00h Conference Picture & Coffee break
15:30h Annual General Meeting

18:30h Guided Tour Munich City

19:00h Conference Dinner

Friday, Sept. 4th

SESSION 3: Residents’ presentations
Chair: Alexandra Fetsch

09:00h Luca Nalbone (University of Messina):
Leveraging machine learning to enhance official
controls in the food industry

09:15h Agathe Julie Verhulst (University Bern):

Towards a Determinants of Health Framework
for Dairy Cattle
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Friday, Sept. 4th

09:30h Lapo Mughini-Gras (RIVM): Salmonella
source attribution in Dutch pig farms

09:45h Jose Rodriguez Torres (University Las
Palmas): Free-text mining of farm animal
veterinary records for syndromic surveillance

10:00h Coffee break

SESSION 4: Al shaping food safety, animal
welfare, and food security
Chair: Katharina Stark

10:30h Eliana Lima (EFSA): Specific needs of
regulatory science: when and how to use Al for

literature reviews

10:50h Matthias Filter (BfR): Data harmonization
and knowledge graphs: their relevance in the
age of Al

11:10h Veronika Weber ( Vion): Transforming
Monitoring through Al: An Industry Perspective

11:30h Hila Cohen (UN WFP): How can Al help
support Food Security?

11:50-12:00 h Poster Award

from 12:00 h Closing with interactive

feedback loop

from 12:30 h Lunch
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