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Preface

The papers assembled in this reader were written by students of the School for Archaeology and Tourism,
The University of Jordan, and of the Faculty for the Study of Culture, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat
Minchen. All authors participated in a joint workshop on Academic Writing in Archaeology, generously
funded by the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) with funds from the Auswértiges Amt (Ger-
man Foreign Ministry). This workshop consisted of four phases, some conducted separately at the two
partner institutions, and some together in Munich.

An initial phase carried out at the two partner institutions. In this phase the participants were intro-
duced to the project and had to choose a topic for their future paper. The only condition was that the topic
had to be related to the archaeology of Jordan as an overarching theme for the project.

The second phase consisted of a workshop held in presence in Munich in June 2023 in cooperation with
the Writing Center of LMU Munich. Here, the participants were trained in several relevant topics on aca-
demic writing in English in general, and academic writing in archaeology more specifically. This included
aspects like formulating topic, thesis statement, and research questions, structuring an academic paper,
argumentation in archaeology, formulating and structuring academic texts from the sentence to the par-
agraph, and citation systems. Also, the topics chosen by the participants were discussed and they started
to write their papers, and peer-reviewed the first texts produced within that period.

The third, and longest phase was devoted to the writing of the papers and ended with the submission of
a first version, to be reviewed by both lecturers involved in the project.

After receiving feedback from the the two reviewers, the participants had to revise their papers and
submit a second version of their paper. This was again reviewed, and proof-read by the editors. In most
cases, another revision took place subsequently.

Throughout all phases, the participants had the opportunity to discuss their progress with the two
involved lecturers, and of course among themselves. Moreover, they could schedule an online writing
consultation at the Writing Center of LMU during phases 3 and 4.

The results of this process — which apart from phase 2 — resembles in many aspects the usual process of
publishing a paper, are now presented in this reader, which is publicly available at the two involved part-
ner institutions. We would like to add some remarks as to how the papers assembled here should be read.

As we emphasise in the title of this reader, all papers were written by students. The participating stu-
dents had various backgrounds in many respects: Some were Bachelor students in their second or third
year in archaeology, some were already Master students, already specialising in a certain field of archae-
ology. Some were extremely familiar with archaeology in Jordan, others had hardly learnt anything about
Jordanian archaeology before. Some had already written several papers and / or their BA thesis, while
others had never written any academic paper — let alone in a foreign language like English. Also, the
knowledge and writing abilities in English varied.

Therefore, the focus of the project was to achieve any kind of progress in the individual development of
each participating student as concerns her / his academic writing abilities. Academic writing skills em-



Preface

brace a lot of different aspects, from the peculiarities of citation to the intricacies of reasoning and argu-
mentation, from formulating clear sentences and paragraphs to developing a reasonable and comprehen-
sible structure for a paper as a whole, and many more. That is to say, that writing an academic paper is a
complex activity, based on many different skills which also have to be combined in a constructive way. Not
the least, academic writing, and especially reasoning, comprise also strongly discipline-specific aspects.
For this very reason, we combined teaching units on general aspects of academic writing with some on
aspects specific to archaeology. So, in essence, the complexity of the task and the different backgrounds of
the participants, from the outset, presupposed, that we could not expect all participants to reach the same
level of proficiency within this rather short time. Of course, all texts assembled here had to satisfy certain
minimal conditions, e. g. complying with standards of good academic practice, in particular avoiding pla-
giarism and giving appropriate credit to the sources used, or, as concerns content and structure, to find a
general logic structure and treat the chosen topic in a comprehensible way.

Many students chose ambitious topics and research questions for their papers, sometimes underesti-
mating the amount of work that would have been necessary to write the respective papers. So, often, these
had to be reduced to case studies, or narrowed down to smaller topics, that could realistically be studied
within the given time. So, starting with big questions, some papers — naturally — end up with providing
rather small answers. But these, in most instances, at least provide a facet of the possible answer to the
larger question, or demonstrate, whether the suggested way might be fertile or not. Where this has been
achieved, it is already more than we initially expected. The project did in no way aim at producing papers
that contain original research and insights. We did also not expect to reach a level of proficiency, that
would qualify the final texts for a proper scientific publication. This could, realistically, not have been
achieved within the framework of this project. Therefore, also the readers of these papers should not ex-
pect to gain insights relevant to research. These papers should neither be read or used in the same way as
papers published in an archaeological journal. That means, they should not be cited, neither positively nor
critically, as if they were original contributions to research and academic discourse. This would simply not
do justice to the authors and current the stage of their academic education.

Instead, these papers should be read as documents of the individual state of academic education of
the participants of our workshop, as witnesses to their individual development and achievements, and
as milestones on their way to become researchers and academic authors. Over the last months, we have
seen how initial ideas and questions were confronted with the material available for study, how topics
were trimmed to a manageable size, how methodological approaches were sought and found, how argu-
ments were developed and conclusions formed, how all of these aspects were integrated into a structure,
and how the resulting texts and their elements were successivly revised and refined until they reached
the stage documented in this reader. Also, to various degrees, the authors found ‘their voice’, managing
to express their thoughts on an archaeological subject in a language that is not their own. We have seen
how some students managed the various stages in this process very well and largely independently, while
others were struggling more with the one or the other aspect and needed more feedback and support. But
most importantely, we witnessed a lot of commitment as well as a lot of courage to walk on untrodden
paths and to put into effect ideas developed by the students themselves. As printed here, all of the papers
do express interesting ideas and approaches, some of them even original, and they formulate individual
insights which the authors gained in the process of writing them. This is, in our view, a formidable result,
especially for those participants who had never written an academic paper at all. But it does not necessar-
ily mean, that all conclusions would stand the test of more in depth analysis and research.

In any case, the papers still reflect to some degree the point from which the participants of this project
departed but, more importantly, also the progress they made in the course of the project. Therefore, we
hope, that this reader will encourage its potential readers among the students and colleagues of our two
institutions, to engage in similar projects. That is, on the part of our fellow colleagues, to create oppor-
tunities for students to gather experiences in academic writing, and on the part of the students, to make
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use of such opportunities. Well-developed skills in academic writing are a key factor for success in the
academic world, as most research is published and disseminated in some kind of textual form, and as the
record of publication is usually the most important criterion for evaluatiing the quality of research of an
academic. As it needs time and experience, trial and error, a lot of writing — and likewiese important — a
lot of qualified feedback, one should, as a student, use any opportunity to write on academic matters as
early as possible. And we, as the teachers at our universities, should see it as one of our responsibilities, to
support students not only in the acquisition of theoretical and factual knowledge, of methodological skills
and other disciplin-specific abilities, but also in their development as academic authors. We hope, that this
project has not only done so in the case of our participants, but that it inspires others to follow in our foot
steps, in the one or the other way.

All the papers were subject to proof-reading by the editors in order to reduce the amount of remaining
obvious errors or short-comings on the level of language after the previous revisions of the text which fo-
cused on content and formalia. Therefore, any remaining mistakes should thus be attributed to the editors,
not to the authors.

We want to conclude by expressing our gratitude, first and foremost, to the participating students for their
enthusiam and non-relenting efforts in working on their papers. Then, we would like to thank Ms Tabea
Hawkins of the Writing Center of LMU Munich for her excellent lessons on academic English and academ-
ic writing and the smooth and fruitful cooperation, and Ms Susan Radwan for her support in organising
the workshop in Munich and in all other administrative matters. Last, but not least, all of this project could
not have been realized without the financial support by the German Academic Exchange Service and the
Auswirtiges Amt (German Foreign Ministry). Therefore, we also thank the responsible persons, for select-
ing this project and supporting it within the framework of the Ta’ziz partnership programme.

Miinchen and Amman
December 2023

Simon M. Halama and Nabil Ali
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