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Final projects or papers will be due on Dec. 17. 

The caliphate emerged in the seventh century as a form of political succession to the Prophet Muhammad. The 

early caliphs aimed to lead the spiritual community that had united under the Prophet's authority. Within 

decades, the institution was contested by rival parties with radically different understandings of its parameters. 

Should the caliph be the arbiter of righteous spiritual activity, or a political ruler on the model of pre-lslamic 

kings and emperors? Should the caliph inherit his position, or be elected by his peers based on his piety? These 

arguments played out differently across the growing territories under lslamic rule and have recently reemerged 

with the so-called lslamic State, whose minting of lslamic coins echo earlier strategies of caliphal legitimation 

even as their destruction of lraq and Syria's cultural heritage departs radically from historical attitudes. This 

course examines the visual and material culture of the many groups that have claimed the caliphate, from the 

first caliphs until the present. We will focus on objects associated with the Prophet Muhammad and the early 

caliphs (many of which had long afterlives), as weil as coins, manuscripts, luxury objects, inscribed textiles, 

palaces, and mosques made by or for later caliphs. Close examination of these objects and spaces reveals the 

intersection of religion, political power, and material culture, and sheds light on the emergence of a conception 

of "lslamic art." A visit to the Metropolitan Museum of Art is planned. 

About this course: 

This course forms part of an innovative new program of 12'1 webinars in lslamic Material Culture, centered at 

Bard Graduate Center, the Universities of Hamburg and Bonn, and Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität in Munich. 

This program is a collaboration among numismatist Stefan Heidemann, papyrologist Andreas Kaplony, 

archaeologist Bethany Walker and cultural historian Abigail Balbale that aims to offer students and scholars of 

the lslamic past comprehensive tools to approach its material culture. The Material Culture of the Caliphate will 

be offered in person to students at Bard Graduate Center (and cross-registered students at institutions 

participating in the New York doctoral consortium), and simultaneously online via interactive web presence to 

students around the world. 

Prerequisites and application: 

Fluency in spoken and written English. Otherwise, there are no prerequisites. The course is open to all advanced 

students in B.A., M.A., and PhD programs, and to historians, art historians, and archaeologists working on the 

lslamic world or related topics. Students from outside of the Bard Graduate Center are welcome and have to 

apply with a short CV and a motivation letter in English by September 1, 2015. These should be emailed to 

Abigail Balbale (abigail.balbale at bgc) or Stefan Heidemann. Preference is given to students from universities 

within the network "lslamic Material Culture:" Universität Hamburg, Ludwig Maximilian-Universität München 

and Universität Bonn. The course is limited to 12 students total, in order to ensure a lively and interactive 

discussion. 

Anrechenbarkeit: nach Absprache mit Professor Kaplony. 
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Öffentliche Vortragsreihe: Mosaiksteine - Kulturen des Islam: Aus aktueller Forschung 

Di. 19:15 bis 20:30 im Hauptgebäude der LMU, Hörsaal M 014 

20.10.2015: Prof. Dr. Georges Tamer (Erlangen): Vom Todesbringer zum Zeichen Gottes. Zeitkonzeptionen im 

Koran und seinem Kontext 

3.11.2014: Prof. Dr. Michael Ursinus (Heidelberg): Osmanistische Forschungen zu den dalmatino-bosnischen 

Grenzverhältnissen im Hinterland von Split bis zum Ende des 16. Jahrhunderts 

17.11.2015: Prof. Dr. Ronny Vollandt: Israel in den Zelten Kedars: Juden unter islamischer Herrschaft und ihre 

Literatur in arabischer Sprache 

1.12.2015: Prof. Dr. Kerstin Pinther: Islam in Afrika. Perspektiven aus der afrikanistischen Kunstgeschichte 

15.12.2015: Dr. Cevad Kara: Wie vollendet man eine Revolution? Die „Erziehung der Massen": ein neues 

gesellschaftspolitisches Instrument in der Jungtürkenzeit 

12.01.2016: Prof. Dr. Stephan Stetter: Macht und Herrschaft im Nahen Osten: Eine historische Soziologie der 

internationalen Beziehungen einer Konfliktregion 

26.01.2016: Prof. Dr. Birgitt Hoffmann (Bamberg): Das Observatorium von Marägha, seine Gelehrten und seine 

Besucher im Spiegel der biographischen Literatur 


