
 
Sprechfertigkeit und Kulturwissenschaft (Landeskunde): Grade descriptors 

 
SPRECHFERTIGKEIT 
 

GRADE RANGE ACCURACY FLUENCY PRONUNCIATION INTERACTION 
1 
 
 
 

Shows great flexibility 
formulating ideas. Conveys 
meaning precisely. Excellent 
command of idiomatic 
expressions. 

Maintains consistent 
grammatical control of complex 
and sophisticated language. 
Errors are very rare. 

Very fluent without any undue 
hesitations. 

Native speaker, virtually 
complete absence of L1 
interference. 

No/ isolated examples of 
inappropriate register. 

2 
 
 
 
 

Command of a very broad 
range of language with which 
to formulate ideas. Can 
convey meaning with ease. 
Largely idiomatic language. 

Maintains a high degree of 
grammatical accuracy. No basic 
errors at all. 

Good fluency. Minor 
hesitations. 

Occasional L1 errors. Few examples of inappropriate 
register. 

3 
 
 
 
 

Command of a broad range of 
language but some difficulty 
in expressing complex ideas 
precisely. Language may 
occasionally be unidiomatic. 

Shows a relatively high degree 
of grammatical control. 
Occasional errors, including 
some basic errors.  

Satisfactory fluency. Some 
lapses which hardly interfere 
with basic communication. 

Isolated problems (at segmental 
level) or repetitive strenuous 
(even if correct) pronunciation. 

Awareness of register, but 
noticeably non-native. 

4 
 
 
 
 

Command of a range of 
language allowing expression 
of all ideas but lacking 
complexity and precision. 
Some unidiomatic language. 

Frequent errors showing 
imperfect control of some 
patterns but no weakness that 
causes misunderstanding. 

Adequate fluency. Quite a lot 
of hesitations, false-starts. 

Systematic errors, such as 
suprasegmental problems, heavy 
accent and/or intonation. One 
repetition necessary. 

Numerous examples of 
inappropriate style; lack of 
sensitivity to register. 

5 
 
 
 
 

Limited range of language. 
Inability to express more 
complex ideas. Language 
unidiomatic. 

Systematically makes basic 
errors, including Germanisms, 
some of which may prevent 
communication. 

Inadequate fluency. Very 
many pauses, false-starts, 
hesitations, incomplete 
sentences. 

Many errors. 2-3 repetitions 
necessary. 

Stylistically largely 
inappropriate. 

6 
 
 
 
 

Very limited range of 
language. Inability to express 
even basic ideas. Language 
unidiomatic. 

Little if any control of 
grammatical structures. Constant 
errors. 

Complete lack of fluency. Nearly unintelligible. Register inappropriate. 



 
Sprechfertigkeit und Kulturwissenschaft (Landeskunde): Grade descriptors 

 
KULTURWISSENSCHAFT 
 

GRADE CONTENT / RANGE STRUCTURE FLEXIBILITY OF THINKING 
1 
 
 
 

Highly relevant content with appropriate 
detail/examples/ in-depth knowledge. 

Very well organised. Balance between a general 
overview and detail. 

Natural sounding response to questions. Excellent ability to 
analyse, differentiate and compare. Volunteers information. 

2 
 
 
 

Good content, possibly with minor omissions.  Well organised. Able to analyse, differentiate and compare. Responds to 
questions without much prompting. 

3 
 
 
 

Satisfactory content. May be lacking in adequate 
detail. 

Organisation not always logical/clear. Basic ability to go beyond stereotypes/ rote learning. 
Responds to questions after prompting. 

4 
 
 
 

Adequate content with obvious omissions. Rudimentary organisation. A tendency to think in stereotypes. Strong evidence of rote 
learning. Occasionally cannot answer questions after 
prompting. 

5 
 
 
 

Inadequate content, superficial or inaccurate 
knowledge. 

Badly organised. Only evidence of rote learning. Cannot answer questions, 
even after prompting. 

6 
 
 
 

Incorrect information, complete lack of basic 
knowledge. Irrelevant content, no idea of current 
events. 

Completely incoherent. Absolutely no ability to analyse, differentiate or compare. 
Misunderstands questions.  

 


