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Functional form assumptions are central ingredients of a model specification.
Just as there are many possible control variables, there is also an abundance
of estimation commands and strategies one could invoke, including ordinary
least squares (OLS), logit, matching, and many more. How much do empirical
results depend on the choice of functional form? In this talk we demonstrate
the functional form multiverse with two empirical applications: how job
loss affects wellbeing in panel data and the effect of education on voting
for Trump. We find in our cases that OLS and logit produce very similar
results, but that matching estimators can be surprisingly unstable. We
also reconsider a key many-analysts study and find that human researchers
produce a much wider range of results than does the multiverse algorithm.

Biography:

Cristobal Young is Associate Professor of Sociology at Cornell University,
working in the overlapping fields of economic sociology, stratification, and
quantitative methodology. He studies the social policies that moderate in-
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His methodological work focuses on big administrative data and model un-
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Methods for Robust Results” with Erin Cumberworth is coming out this fall
with Cambridge University Press.


https://lmu-munich.zoom.us/j/68995048029?pwd=L1gxcExwSVdBYWlHQWpVSlJZOVFvUT09

