
Molecular and Cellular Biology (MCB)
Plant Sciences (PLS)

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
MASTER OF SCIENCE PROGRAMS





Semester dates

Duration winter semester: October 1 – March 31, 15 weeks 
There are no lectures over the Christmas break from 24 December to 6 January.

Duration summer semester: April 1 – September 30, 14 weeks
There are no lectures on public holidays which includes Whitsun Tuesday.

Semester Lecture start date Lecture end date

Winter semester 2025/26 October 13, 2025 February 6, 2026

Summer semester 2026 April 13, 2026 July 17, 2026

Winter semester 2026/27 October 12, 2026 February 5, 2027

Summer semester 2027 April 12, 2027 July 16, 2027

Winter semester 2027/28 October 18, 2027 February 11, 2028
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Type of course Type of examination ECTS

Lecture (Written) Exam 3

Seminar Presentation 3

Practical course Lab report 3-6

Research course* Lab report and presenation 12

* Needs to be combined with other courses into a module.
Courses must be similar in terms of subject matter in order to be combined.

Curriculum



EES: Evolution, Ecology and Systematics
L: lecture; P: practical course; S: seminar; GS: group seminar V: vocational course; D: defense; C: colloquium

These courses have to be combined into a module. 
Therefore, they must belong to the same topic area.

Options:
• Genetics
• Human Biology
• Microbiology
• Cell biology

• Biology:
• Plant Sciences
• EES
• Neuroscience

Interdisciplinary courses:
Free choice of all courses of 
the Faculty of Biology & 
vocational courses

SL SLP L / S / P / V
L

L / S / P / VP
L

Mandatory course:
Lab Methods

(6 ECTS) 

Mandatory course:
Computational Biology

(6 ECTS)  

Option 1 of 7
(6 ECTS)

Methods of 
Option 1 of 7

(6 ECTS)

2 interdisciplinary
courses 

(3 ECTS each)

Written exam, lab report
or presentation (pass)

P

Written exam & 
lab report (graded)

Presentation & 
lab report (graded) 

Written exam & 
presentation (graded) 

Presentation & 
lab report (graded) 

S

1s
t
S

em
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r

Courses have to be combined

MCB – 1st Semester



MCB: Molecular and Cellular Biology; EES: Evolution, Ecology and Systematics
L: lecture; P: practical course; S: seminar; GS: group seminar V: vocational course; D: defense; C: colloquium

These courses have to be combined into a module. 
Therefore, they must belong to the same topic area.

Options:
• Plant molecular biology
• Biotic interactions of plants
• Systematics
• Plant cell biology

• Biology:
• MCB
• EES
• Neuroscience

Interdisciplinary courses:
Free choice of all courses of 
the Faculty of Biology & 
vocational courses

SL SLP L / S / P / V
L

L / S / P / VP
L

Mandatory course:
Lab Methods

(6 ECTS) 

Mandatory course:
Computational Biology

(6 ECTS)  

Option 1 of 7
(6 ECTS)

Methods of 
Option 1 of 7

(6 ECTS)

2 interdisciplinary
courses 

(3 ECTS each)

Written exam, lab report
or presentation (pass)

P

Written exam & 
lab report (graded)

Presentation & 
lab report (graded) 

Written exam & 
presentation (graded) 

Presentation & 
lab report (graded) 

S

1s
t
S

em
es

te
r

Courses have to be combined

PLS – 1st Semester



Winter semester 2025/26

October 6 – 10 Orientation week

October 14 – 17
Computational Biology*

Part 1

October 21 – November 7
Lab methods* 

Group A

Computational 
Biology* 

Part 2, Group B

November 11 – November 28
Computational 

Biology*
Part 2, Group A

Lab methods* 
Group B

December 1 – March 31 Elective courses

December 23 – January 6 Christmas holidays

February ~ 9 - 22 Exam period

April 13 Start classes summer semester

* Attendance is mandatory! One medically certified absence per course is allowed.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Lectures

08:00 – 10:00
Lectures/Seminars

10:00 – 17:00
Mandatory Courses

17:00 – open end
Seminars

Schedule from October 14 to November 28, 2025

Winter semester 2025/26



GSS

Advanced methods of
Option 1 of 7

(6 ECTS) 
P

L L

Written exam &
presentation (graded)

Presentation & lab report (graded)

S

Presentation & lab
report (graded) 

Written exam, lab report
or presentation (pass)

L / S / P / V L / S / P / V

2 interdisciplinary
courses 

(3 ECTS each)

Research course 
Option 1 of 7

(12 ECTS)
Research courseL

Advanced
Option 1 of 7

(6 ECTS)

2n
d

S
em

es
te

r

EES: Evolution, Ecology and Systematics
L: lecture; P: practical course; S: seminar; GS: group seminar V: vocational course; D: defense; C: colloquium

Options:
• Genetics
• Human biology
• Microbiology
• Cell biology
• Biology:

• Plant Sciences
• EES
• Neurosciences

Interdisciplinary courses:
Free choice of all courses 
of the Faculty of Biology & 
vocational courses

MCB – 2nd Semester

Courses have to be combined

These courses have to be combined into a module. 
Therefore, they must belong to the same topic area.



GSS

Advanced methods of
Option 1 of 7

(6 ECTS) 
P

L L

Written exam &
presentation (graded)

Presentation & lab report (graded)

S

Presentation & lab
report (graded) 

Written exam, lab report
or presentation (pass)

L / S / P / V L / S / P / V

2 interdisciplinary
courses 

(3 ECTS each)

Research course 
Option 1 of 7

(12 ECTS)
Research courseL

Advanced
Option 1 of 7

(6 ECTS)

2n
d

S
em

es
te

r

Options:
• Plant molecular biology
• Biotic interactions of plants
• Systematics
• Plant cell biology
• Biology:

• MCB
• EES
• Neurosciences

Interdisciplinary courses:
Free choice of all courses of the 
Faculty of Biology & vocational 
courses

PLS – 2nd Semester

Courses have to be combined

These courses have to be combined into a module. 
Therefore, they must belong to the same topic area.

MCB: Molecular and Cellular Biology; EES: Evolution, Ecology and Systematics
L: lecture; P: practical course; S: seminar; GS: group seminar V: vocational course; D: defense; C: colloquium



Courses have to be combined

EES: Evolution, Ecology and Systematics
L: lecture; P: practical course; S: seminar; GS: group seminar V: vocational course; D: defense; C: colloquium

These courses have to be combined into a module. 
Therefore, they must belong to the same topic area.

Options:
• Genetics
• Human biology
• Microbiology
• Cell biology
• Biology:

• Plant Sciences 
• EES
• Neurosciences

GS

Special research module in
Option 1 of 7

(15 ECTS)

LS L / S / P / V

Presentation & lab
report (graded) 

Special methods of
Option 1 of 7

(6 ECTS) 

Lab report & oral exam
(graded)

P Research course L / S / P / V L / S / P / V

3 interdisciplinary
courses 

(3 ECTS each)

Written exam, lab report
or presentation (pass)3r

d
S

em
es

te
r

MCB – 3rd Semester



Courses have to be combined

GS

Special research module in
Option 1 of 7

(15 ECTS)

LS L / S / P / V

Presentation & lab
report (graded) 

Special methods of
Option 1 of 7

(6 ECTS) 

Lab report & oral exam
(graded)

P Research course L / S / P / V L / S / P / V

3 interdisciplinary
courses 

(3 ECTS each)

Written exam, lab report
or presentation (pass)3r

d
S

em
es

te
r

PLS – 3rd Semester

Options:
• Plant molecular biology
• Biotic interactions of plants
• Systematics
• Plant cell biology
• Biology:

• MCB
• EES
• Neurosciences

Interdisciplinary courses:
Free choice of all courses of the 
Faculty of Biology & vocational 
courses

These courses have to be combined into a module. 
Therefore, they must belong to the same topic area.

MCB: Molecular and Cellular Biology; EES: Evolution, Ecology and Systematics
L: lecture; P: practical course; S: seminar; GS: group seminar V: vocational course; D: defense; C: colloquium



MCB – 4th Semester

Disputation (1 ECTS) C (1.5 ECTS) GS (1.5 ECTS)

graded
Master’s thesis (26 ECTS)

Final master’s module (30 ECTS)

4t
h

S
em

es
te

r

C: colloquium
GS: group seminar

graded not graded
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Disputation (1 ECTS) C (1.5 ECTS) GS (1.5 ECTS)

graded
Master’s thesis (26 ECTS)

Final master’s module (30 ECTS)

4t
h

S
em

es
te

r

C: colloquium
GS: group seminar

graded not graded

PLS – 4th Semester



Curriculum

• Research courses (2)
o 8 weeks full-time lab work + 1 week preparation lab report

(12 ECTS / 15 ECTS)
o You are allowed to do one external research course

(can be the first or second – order irrelevant)
o External = outside of the faculty

( supervisor is not included in the „list of internal supervisors“)
o An external course abroad is allowed as well

• Colloquia (attending 20 scientific presentations, 1.5 ECTS)

• Master‘s thesis

 More information on the program websites



LSF

Course catalogue & course registration

www.lsf.lmu.de

http://www.lsf.lmu.de/


LSF

C:\Users\ra35dob\Desktop\Vortrag 
MCB.png
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• Courses can be assigned to different areas, e.g.: genetics, microbiology, cell
biology courses can be used in different modules, but only once. 

• No mention of ECTS credits in the short comments:

• Excursions are regarded as practical courses.

•3 ECTS
Lectures/seminars with

2 SWS

•6 ECTS
Lectures with

4 SWS 

•- 3 ECTS                                                         
- 6 ECTS                                                          
- 12 ECTS

Practical courses with

- 03 SWS
- 06 SWS
- 12 SWS

LSF



Course catalogue: www.lsf.lmu.de

Signing up for
seminars & practical courses

You must sign up for courses offered in the winter semester 2025/26 
from September 29iuntil October 05, 2025 (23:59h CEST).

• You need to sign up via LSFSeminars & practical
courses

• Registration required for some lectures
(see LSF)Lectures

• Contact the group leaders directly, even 
if a research course is listed in LSFResearch courses

http://www.lsf.lmu.de/


1. Log into LSF (www.lsf.lmu.de) with your LMU user data.
2. Select English version (on the top right of the page).
3. Select Register for courses.

Signing up for
seminars & practical courses

http://www.lsf.lmu.de/


Signing up for
seminars & practical courses



Signing up for
seminars & practical courses



General pointers:

• You do not have to apply via LSF for the mandatory courses Lab 
Methods and Computational Biology
(as a first semester MCB or PLS master‘s student, you are already
registered for these courses).

• Apply only for seminars and practical courses that begin after
November 28, 2025, as attendance at mandatory courses is required 
until that date.

• Spots for practical courses are assigned by the study program 
coordination.
Spots for seminars are assigned by the respective lecturers.

Signing up for
seminars & practical courses



Assignment of spots
for practical courses

1. Register for practical courses in LSF from Sep 29 – Oct 5, 2025

2. Study Coordination assigns spots based on the following criteria

• Priority

• Seniority

3. Zoom meeting for the final assignment of spots on

Oct 10, 2025, 09:00h CEST

• You will get an email with your preliminary spots before the meeting.

• Students are required to confirm their allocated spots during the meeting.

• Unclaimed or vacant spots will be redistributed according to the waiting 
list.

If you applied for a practical course, you must attend the session or 
arrange for someone to attend on your behalf.
Failing that, your place will be reassigned to someone else.



All About Your Studies

• Communication at LMU
only via your @campus.lmu.de address

• Recognition of Prior Learning
application to the Examination Office by the end of the first semester

• Exams
• Number of attempts

• Grade improvements

• Health issues
• Missing of exams

• Missing of lectures, seminars, practical courses

• Maximum duration of studies

Relevant information can be found in the study regulations!
(“Documents and Forms” section of the program websites)



Examination Office

Examination Office
• Biocenter, B 00.056 and B 00.057

• bpa@bio.lmu.de

• Office hours:

• Monday and Friday: 10:00-12:00 h

• Wednesday: 12:00-14:00 h

Head of Examination Committee
• Prof. Dr. Herwig Stibor

• stibor@zi.biologie.uni-muenchen.de

• Office hours by appointment

mailto:bpa@bio.lmu.de
mailto:stibor@zi.biologie.uni-muenchen.de


Master studies coordination

Dr. Philomena 
Bodensteiner

Katharina
Grenzebach

Program MCB PLS, MCB

E-mail mcb@bio.lmu.de pls@bio.lmu.de
mcb@bio.lmu.de

Room Biocenter,
G 00.015

Biocenter,
G 00.011

Phone +49 (0)89 2180 74793 +49 (0)89 2180 74792

Office hours Monday – Friday
07:30-14:00 h

Tuesday to Friday
by appointment

You are always welcome!



Program Websites

Molecular and Cellular Biology:
https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/study/study-

programs/master-programs/mcb/

Plant Sciences:

https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/study/study-
programs/master-programs/pls/

https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/study/study-programs/master-programs/mcb/
https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/study/study-programs/master-programs/pls/


Research fields

https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/research/research-fields/

https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/research/research-fields/


International Students

• International Student Guide (!)
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/international-student-
guide/

• International Office
https://www.lmu.de/en/study/important-contacts/international-office/

• Social counselling for international students
https://www.lmu.de/en/study/degree-students/applications-for-
admission/admissions-consultation/social-counseling/

• Cultural diversity
https://www.lmu.de/en/about-lmu/working-at-lmu/additional-
services/diversity/cultural-diversity/index.html

• International University Club Munich (IUCM)
https://www.iucm.de/en

https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/international-student-guide/
https://www.lmu.de/en/study/important-contacts/international-office/
https://www.lmu.de/en/study/degree-students/applications-for-admission/admissions-consultation/social-counseling/
https://www.lmu.de/en/about-lmu/working-at-lmu/additional-services/diversity/cultural-diversity/index.html
https://www.iucm.de/en


Social counselling for international students
• Questions concerning general orientation at LMU
• Support with starting your studies
• Help with finding accommodation
• Assistance with problems involving the authorities
• Advice on financing your studies
• Guidance on finding the right type of scholarship
• Referral to the appropriate contact person within or outside the 

university

Contact: Maj-Catherine Botheroyd-Hobohm

Website: https://www.lmu.de/en/study/degree-students/applications-
for-admission/admissions-consultation/social-counseling/

International Students

https://www.lmu.de/en/study/degree-students/applications-for-admission/admissions-consultation/social-counseling/


Central Student Advisory Service 
(ZSB)

The ZSB is your point of contact for interdisciplinary topics:
• Study decisions
• Study doubts
• Time management
• Exam nerves
• Crises

The ZSB offers:
• Workshops
• Lectures
• Individual counseling

Here you can find more information:
https://www.lmu.de/en/study/important-contacts/central-student-
advisory-office/

https://www.lmu.de/en/study/important-contacts/central-student-advisory-office/


Scholarships

• Scholarships overview
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-
services/finance-your-studies/scholarships/

• Scholarships for international students
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-
services/finance-your-studies/scholarships/scholarships-for-international-
students/

• Scholarship advisory service
https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-
counselling-network/scholarship-advisory-service/

• Scholarship counselling for international students
https://www.lmu.de/en/study/degree-students/applications-for-
admission/admissions-consultation/social-counseling/

https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/finance-your-studies/scholarships/
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/finance-your-studies/scholarships/scholarships-for-international-students/
https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/scholarship-advisory-service/


Finding a student job

• LMU Job Portal – Student assistants
https://www.lmu.de/en/about-lmu/working-at-lmu/job-portal/student-
assistants/

• Offers for students during and after their studies
https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/study/career-orientation/

• Offers for tutor jobs at LSF
Course catalogue  Faculty of Biology  Offers for tutor jobs
https://lsf.verwaltung.uni-muenchen.de/qisserver/rds?state=user&type=0

• Jobs at LMU Hospital
https://www.lmu-klinikum.de/jobs

• Bavarian State Collections of Natural History
https://snsb.de/ueber-uns/jobs/jobs/

https://www.lmu.de/en/about-lmu/working-at-lmu/job-portal/student-assistants/
https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/study/career-orientation/
https://lsf.verwaltung.uni-muenchen.de/qisserver/rds?state=user&type=0
https://www.lmu-klinikum.de/jobs
https://snsb.de/ueber-uns/jobs/jobs/


Social advisory and support 
services offered by LMU

• Studying with disabilities:
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/studying-with-a-
disability/

• Studying with a child:
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/studying-with-a-
child/
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/studying-with-a-
child/international-student-parents/

• Gender equality and sexual identity:
https://www.lmu.de/en/about-lmu/working-at-lmu/additional-services/diversity/gender-
equality-and-sexual-identity/

• WeCare@LMU:
https://www.lmu.de/en/about-lmu/working-at-lmu/additional-services/diversity/wecare-
lmu/

• And many more services:
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/

https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/studying-with-a-disability/
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/studying-with-a-child/
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/studying-with-a-child/international-student-parents/
https://www.lmu.de/en/about-lmu/working-at-lmu/additional-services/diversity/gender-equality-and-sexual-identity/
https://www.lmu.de/en/about-lmu/working-at-lmu/additional-services/diversity/wecare-lmu/
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-support-services/


https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-
oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/

Advice and counselling offers on different topics, e.g.:
• General advice and social counselling
• Legal advisory service
• International students
• Scholarships
• Psychotherapeutic and Psychosocial Counselling Service

Advice and Counselling Network
offered by Studierendenwerk

https://www.studierendenwerk-muenchen-oberbayern.de/en/advice-and-counselling-network/


Women's Representative

• LMU Women's Representative
The LMU Women's Representative supports the university's executive 
board and faculties in promoting equality for women in academia and 
offers central measures for promoting equality.
https://www.lmu.de/frauenbeauftragte/en/

• Women‘s Respresentative of the Faculty of Biology
Prof. Dr. Silke Robatzek
The Women's Representatives of the Faculty of Biology support the 
equality of women and men in the Faculty. The Women's 
Representative or one of her deputies is represented in every 
committee of the Faculty of Biology.
https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/about-the-faculty/womens-representatives/

https://www.lmu.de/frauenbeauftragte/en/
https://www.bio.lmu.de/en/about-the-faculty/womens-representatives/


• Biology Student Council
https://www.fsi.bio.lmu.de/ueber_uns/index.html

• TutoRIA: international student activities
https://www.en.tutoria-international.uni-muenchen.de/ueber_uns/index.html

• Erasmus Student Network
https://mesa.esn-germany.de/

• Sports: Zentraler Hochschulsport (ZHS)
https://www.zhs-muenchen.de/en/zhs/home/

• Student groups
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-life/student-groups/

Social Networking

https://www.fsi.bio.lmu.de/ueber_uns/index.html
https://www.en.tutoria-international.uni-muenchen.de/ueber_uns/index.html
https://mesa.esn-germany.de/
https://www.zhs-muenchen.de/en/zhs/home/
https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/student-life/student-groups/


Tasks of Cohort Representatives
• Act as a link between students and faculty

• Communicate concerns and feedback

• Organize meetings and support peers

• Ensure smooth communication with program coordination

We warmly encourage you to elect cohort representatives. 
The organization of the election is up to you.

Cohort Representative



Orientation and Welcome Events

Monday, October 6
• 09:00-12:00: Working successfully in international teams (MCB)

• 13:30-16:30: Working successfully in international teams (MCB)

Tuesday, October 7
• 13:30-16:30: Working successfully in international teams (PLS)

Wednesday, October 8
• 14:00-16:00: Welcome Day offered by the International Office 

(online)

Friday, October 10
• 09:00: Final assignment of spots for practical courses (online)

https://www.lmu.de/en/workspace-for-students/news-and-events/details/welcome-day-for-international-degree-students.html


All the best for your Master's 
journey at LMU Munich!
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