MARIA STOCKENREITER

ABOUT

Maria Stockenreiter is an aquatic ecologist specializing in experimen-
tal analyses of freshwater and marine plankton ecology.

Since 2014, she is Akademische Ratin in Aquatic Ecology at LMU Mu-
nich. Her research focuses on the interplay between trait diversity and
ecological dynamics within plankton communities. She is the scienti-
fic coordinator of the Seeon Limnological Station (SLS), a key member
of the AQUACOSM network, which includes Europe’s leading aquatic
mesocosm facilities. She has led several projects funded by the Ger-
man Research Foundation (DFG) and co-led a Horizon 2020 EU project.
In addition to her research, Maria Stockenreiter is actively engaged in
teaching at both undergraduate and graduate levels at LMU Munich,
She offers courses in ecology, aquatic ecology, experimental plankton
ecology, and grant writing, while also supervising undergraduate and
graduate research projects at the Seeon Limnological Station. Furt-
hermore, she serves as an ambassador for the International Society of
Limnology (SIL), contributing to the global scientific community.
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Coordinating a research station embedded within an internationally active consortium allowed me to collaborate with scientists from a wide range of discipli-
nes. This achievement was made possible through the guidance of an exceptional mentor and the support of a fantastic EU project.

MAJOR SCIENTIFIC FINDING

Diversity in phytoplankton is a very important aspect. It is crucial for the stability and functioning of an ecosystem. The rapid changes in our en- '
vironment significantly affect this vital community. Experimental studies using mesocosms are an important tool for investigating such dynamics

in the field. We have been able to show that as global change alters lake physics and the associated underwater light climate in lakes can trigger 3 S

cyanobacterial blooms even at low water temperatures influencing ovrall diversity in the phytoplankton community.




