
2023
Introduction to Nanoscience 
New interdisciplinary lecture 
series for Master students 
from the Faculties of Physics 
and Chemistry is launched

Workshop 
“DNA:RNA:Protein 
Nanotechnology” 
Jointly organized with 
SFB1032 and Munich 
Biofabrication Network in 
Freising

25 Years of CeNS
Uniting minds.

2023
Funding 
New Transregio 392 
“Molecular Evolution in 
Prebiotic Environments”

Seven ERC Grants go to 
CeNS members

2004
Joint CNSI-CeNS Workshop 
at the Californian  
NanoSystems Institute  
in Santa Barbara

2007
Joint "NINT-CeNS Winter School  
on Nanotechnology Convergence"  
in Edmonton (Alberta), Canada

2007
Spin-Off 
Neaspec  
is founded

2008
Spin-Offs
NanoTemper Technologies, 
ChromoTek and Baseclick 
are founded

2008
Ten years of CeNS

International Workshop  
"The Global Challenges –  
How can Nanotechnology 
help?" with Swiss  
Nanoscience Institute  
at Venice International  
University

2006
First Junior Nanotech Net-
work  
PhD Exchange with McGill 
University, Montréal

2004
Funding
International PhD Program  
"IDK NanoBioTechnology"  
is funded by the Elite Network  
of Bavaria

2005
Summer school  
on "Nanoscience and  
Systems Biology" with  
IDK NanoBioTechnology

2006
Funding
Nanosystems Initiative  
Munich (NIM) is funded as a 
Cluster of Excellence by the 
German Excellence Initiative

1998
CeNS is founded at LMU 
by Prof. Jochen Feldmann,  
Prof. Hermann Gaub,  
Prof. Khaled Karrai,  
Prof. Jörg P. Kotthaus,  
Prof. Johann S. Peisl, and 
Prof. Wilhelm Zwerger

2001
First CeNS Winter School
in Mauterndorf, Austria

First "CeNS meets Industry"
Representatives from industry 
present their careers

2001
Spin-Offs
attocube systems, 
ibidi and NanoScape 
are founded

2002
Spin-Off
Nanion Technologies  
is founded

2002
Funding
ForNano Research 
Cooperation funded  
by the Bayerische 
Forschungsstiftung

1999
18.01.1999:
CeNS inaugural  
ceremony at LMU

First international  
workshop at Venice  
International University: 
18  –  23 April 1999 
"CeNS Workshop  
Nanoscience: Scientific, 
technological and economic 
aspects"

2000
Spin-Off
Advalytix 
is founded

2000
Funding
SFB486  
"Manipulation of matter at 
the nanometer length scale"

2003
Funding
SFB631 
"Solid-State Based Quantum 
Information Processing: Physical 
Concepts and Materials Aspects" 

2009
8 ERC grants go to CeNS 
members

PhD exchange program  
with University of Bristol

The attocube  
Research Award 
honors outstanding  
junior scientists for 
application-oriented  
research

2012
Junior Nanotech Network  
with University of California 
Santa Barbara

2012
Funding 
SFB1032  
"Nanoagents for spatiotemporal 
control of cellular reactions"

Graduate School "Quantitative 
Biosciences Munich" within the 
German Excellence Initiative

"Solar Technologies Go Hybrid"  
funded by the Free State of Bavaria

2013
First election of CeNS Student 
Representatives

International Workshop  
"Global Challenges – Opportunities for 
Nanotechnology" with Nobel laureates 
Gerd Binnig and Jean-Marie Lehn at 
Venice International University

CeNS Travel Awards  
allow CeNS PhD students  
and postdocs to present  
their work at conferences

2011
Joint CeNS-NIM Winter 
School  
in St. Christoph (Arlberg)

Undergraduate Exchange 
with City University Hong 
Kong started

2009
Spin-Off 
ethris is founded

2010
Spin-Off
GNA Biosolutions is founded

Funding
SFB863  
"Forces in Biomolecular Systems"

2010
CeNS has more than  
100 members by now

Solar Technologies
             go Hybrid

Biomolecular Systems
SFB 86

3

Forces in

2014
10th CeNS workshop  
at Venice International 
University

International workshop 
"Physics of Living Systems" 
of the iPOLS network is 
hosted by CeNS and 
SFB1032 in Munich

2018/2019
20 Years CeNS 

2017
Junior Nanotech Network  
with the University of  
Illinois Urbana-Champaign

2020
CeNS online 
Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the CeNS seminar 
is converted to a webinar 
format. “CeNS@home”, an 
online training program, 
supports PhD students in this 
challenging time

2020
Funding
SFB 1032 “Nanoagents” goes 
into its third funding period

Spin-Off
PHIO Scientific GmbH is 
founded 

2018
CeNS  
Anniversary  
Workshop  
at Venice  
International  
University

2021
Engineering Life 
Initiative  
is launched

2016
Topping ceremony for the 
new LMU Nano Institute, 
the first building on the 
future LMU Physics 
campus near the 
Englischer Garten

2019
Annual Meeting of the 
“International Physics of 
Living Systems Network”  
hosted by CeNS and 
SFB1032 in Munich

2022
Bridging the Gap: Nano 
Meets Quantum 
joint Workshop of CeNS 
and the Excellence cluster 
MCQST at Venice 
International University

2022
Junior Nanotech Network 
with University of  
Cambridge

Spin-Off
Qlibri GmbH is founded

2014
Spin-Off
GATTAquant is founded

2015
The CeNS Innovation Award  
honors outstanding PhD and 
master students for application-
oriented research. The awards are 
financed by attocube systems, 
ibidi, Nanion Technologies, and 
NanoTemper Technologies

2018
Funding
Transregio 235 "Emergence of life:  
Exploring mechanisms with  
cross-disciplinary experiments"

Three new Clusters of Excellence 
"Munich Center for Quantum Science 
and Technology", "Origins", and 
"e-conversion" with CeNS participation

life CRC 235CRC 235
Emergence of LifeEmergence of Life

20 
Years
CeNS

2019
Junior Nanotech Network 
with UC Santa Barbara

Spin-Off 
Massive Photonics is founded 

25 
Years
CeNS

10 
Years
CeNS

25 Years of CeNS
Uniting minds.
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