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This working project workshop focuses on several poems across literary periods that thematize the 

desire for retribution and violence as a response to perceived injustice on the part of the speaker. 

Central concerns are whether specific genres, or specific poems, engage in politics directly or should 

be seen instead as an affective outlet for the speaker, and how one can determine the political or 

affective affordances of particular poetic acts. In exploring a wide range of poetry written in diverse 

political contexts, discussants will consider continuities between literary periods as well as potential 

classifications for the use of the violent imagination in poetry.   

The Working Project will consist of a longer presentation by the Primary Investigator, Dr. Nikolina Hatton 

(CAS Junior Fellow, Summer ’25), to be followed by direct responses from several respondents and a 

coffee break. After the coffee break, the floor will be opened for general discussion from all present. 

Invitees have been invited for their expertise in related fields. A few pages of reading materials will be 

circulated before the Working Project session. As this is a working project proposal, the PI appreciates 

all feedback.  

13:00  Welcome and Introductions of all Invitees 

13:15 Dr. Nikolina Hatton: “Spectrums of the Violent Imagination in Poetry”  

14:15  Invited Responses/Questions from Kevin Killeen, Erin Murphy, and Irmtraud Huber  

14:45 Coffee Break 

15:15 Further Discussion/Feedback from all invitees 

This feedback can be content-based (suggestions for the corpus, theoretical underpinning) as 

well as practical (what form should the project take? Interdisciplinary avenues, funding 

streams, etc.)  

16:00  Wrap-Up and Finish 

External Respondents 

• Prof. Dr. Kevin Killeen – University of York, Early Modern Literature and Intellectual Culture 

• Prof. Dr. Erin Murphy – Boston University, English Literature and Gender Studies 

• Prof. Dr. Irmtraud Huber – University of Konstanz, English Literature and Literary Theory  

 


