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Modern policy evaluation places a strong emphasis on transparent and convincing research
designs that enable credible causal inference. While randomized controlled trials (RCTs)
are considered the gold standard, they are often infeasible in economic settings. As a result,
researchers frequently rely on observational data and quasi-experimental methods to
identify causal effects.

In this seminar, we will examine recent empirical studies that apply methods such as
instrumental variables (IV), regression discontinuity designs (RDD), and difference-in-
differences (Diff-in-Diff). Our focus will be on understanding how these approaches address
treatment endogeneity, and on critically evaluating the validity and robustness of causal
claims in applied microeconomic research.
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