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Research & Awards

FIFA World Cup as reality check for LLM
predictions

A new project led by Prof. Dr. Stefan Feuerriegel (Artificial Intelligence in
Management, LMU) uses the 2026 FIFA World Cup as a practical benchmark for
large language models. LLM SoccerArena compares models such as GPT,
Claude and Mistral on their ability to predict matches and tournament
outcomes. Since predictions can later be checked against real results, the
project examines how well LLMs handle dynamic information, uncertainty and
decision making beyond static benchmark tasks.

See the results here.
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Supporting transparent reporting of Al use in
research

Prof. Dr. Stefan Feuerriegel (Artificial Intelligence in Management, LMU), Prof.
Dr. Barbara Plank (Al and Computational Linguistics, LMU), and collaborators
have developed GUIDE-LLM, a reporting framework for research using large
language models. Published in Nature Human Behaviour, the checklist helps
researchers document models, prompts, settings, validation procedures and
reproducible workflows. The framework addresses a growing challenge for Al-
assisted research, where small changes in prompts or model versions can
affect results and make studies harder to evaluate.

Learn more here.

Prof. Dr. Shahar Mendelson receives Alexander
von Humboldt Professorship

Mathematician Prof. Dr. Shahar Mendelson has been awarded an Alexander von
Humboldt Professorship, following LMU’s nomination. His work addresses
fundamental questions in mathematical data science, machine learning, high
dimensional statistics and signal processing. At LMU’s Mathematics Institute,
he will help expand research on the mathematical foundations of artificial
intelligence, including strict guarantees for the reliability and performance of Al
applications.

Read the full article here.
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DSSGx Munich 2026 applies data science to
depression care

The Data Science for Social Good Munich programme is back. In summer 2026,
five international fellows will come to Munich to work for two months on an
applied data science project for the social good. This year’s project is
conducted in collaboration with LMU University Hospital and aims to optimize
the implementation of Collaborative Care for Depression in German primary
care. Using hospital data, the team will analyze how individual treatment
components affect outcomes, supporting more effective resource use and
improved patient recovery.

Learn more about DSSGx Munich 2026 here.

Dr. Tom Sterkenburg receives 2026 Simon Award

Dr. Tom Sterkenburg (Philosophy of Science, LMU) has received the 2026 Simon
Award for Outstanding Research in Computing and Philosophy from the
International Association for Computing and Philosophy. The award recognizes
early-career researchers whose work helps shape the field. Dr. Sterkenburg
leads an Emmy Noether group at LMU and MCML, and works on the
epistemological foundations of artificial intelligence, including inductive bias,
learning theory and philosophical questions about machine learning.

Learn more here.
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Prof. Dr. Gitta Kutyniok elected Vice President of
the BBAW

Prof. Dr. Gitta Kutyniok (Mathematical Foundations of Al, LMU) has been elected
Vice President of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities
(BBAW). Her term begins on 1 October 2026. The appointment honors her work
at the interface of mathematics, data science and artificial intelligence, where
her research contributes to more reliable, efficient and explainable Al. The
BBAW brings together scholars across disciplines and supports exchange
between science and society.

Read more here.

In the News

Prof. Dr. Frauke Kreuter on surveys, Al and public
trust

At AAPOR 2026, Prof. Dr. Frauke Kreuter (Social Data Science and Al Lab, LMU)
gave the opening keynote, building on her widely discussed presidential
address on the role of surveys in an era of generative Al. She then led a panel
discussion on how public opinion research can reclaim relevance, rebuild
confidence in data and communicate evidence in ways that resonate with the
public. The session connected survey methodology with current Al-driven
challenges around truth, trust and innovation.

Watch the full session here.
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Dr. Benjamin Lange on manipulation through Al
agents

In a new MCML research film, Dr. Benjamin Lange (Ethics of Artificial
Intelligence, LMU) examines how trust in Al agents can become a source of
risk. His work focuses on responsible governance of systems that increasingly
move from answering questions to managing tasks and decisions. The film
highlights autonomy, vulnerability and manipulation through seemingly helpful
interactions as central issues for future Al systems, especially when users
delegate more personal or practical decisions to agents.

Watch the film here.

Prof. Dr. Jochen Kuhn on Al in schools

A new episode of the #digdeep podcast returns to the question of Al in
schools. Prof. Dr. Jochen Kuhn (Physics Education, LMU) participated in a
discussion on how Al agents have entered students’ everyday lives, from
tutoring to support with assignments. The conversation focuses on learning,
assessment, data protection and the conditions under which Al could support
more individualized access to knowledge and skills rather than merely
replacing independent work.

Listen to the episode here.

Cooperations & Transfer
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Apply now: LMU Innovation Incubator Cohort #8

Applications are open for Cohort 8 of the LMU Innovation Incubator, now part of
LMU’s Entrepreneurship Catalyst. The four-month part-time program supports
teams with an LMU connection in developing innovative, research-based, and
knowledge-based startup ideas. Participants receive workshops, coaching,
mentoring, free co-working space and support on topics such as market
exploration, business models, financing, and Al for startups. Applications are
open until 31 July 2026.

Apply here.

Events

Workshop: Relational Ethics and Al (06.07. to
07.07.)

The workshop “Relational Ethics and Al” will take place at ZEPP in the LMU
Main Building from 6 to 7 July 2026. The program examines human Al relations
through topics such as conversational Al, dating apps, brain computer
interfaces, human robot relationships, griefbots, Al companions and moral
status. Contributions from LMU researchers include talks by Dr. Benjamin
Lange and Prof. Dr. Sven Nyholm (Ethics of Artificial Intelligence, LMU).

See the full program here.
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Talk: Al, Yay! Corrections, No Way? (07.07.)

Prof. Dr. Maurice Furstenberg (German Philology, LMU) will present a control
group study on the quality of Al-generated feedback in German classes at the
Center for Advanced Studies (CAS) on 7 July 2026. The talk examines how Al
feedback performs in an educational setting and what this means for learning
and assessment. Prof. Dr. Frank Fischer (Psychology) will respond to the
presentation.

See more here.

UNIVERSITY OF

OXFORD

Workshop: Normative Ethics and Artificial
Intelligence (16.07.)

Philosophers from LMU and the University of Oxford will meet on 16 July 2026
for the Munich-Oxford Workshop on the Normative Foundations of Al Ethics.
The workshop uses a pre-read format with draft papers, short author framings,
commentator responses and structured discussion.

Learn more here.
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Workshop: Biotech Al Compass (21.07.)

BioM will host the Al4Biotech Session “Biotech Al Compass” on 21 July 2026 at
the IZB-West (Am Klopferspitz 19a, Martinsried). The workshop is designed for
leaders and decision makers in biotech and life sciences who want to assess
their organization’s Al readiness and define concrete next steps. The program
includes a realistic view of Al and Al agents in biotech, strategic reflection on
risk and ambition, and a fireside chat.

Learn more and register here.

CASLMU

Workshop: Feedback x Al @LMU (27.07.)

The workshop “Feedback x Al @LMU” will take place at the Center for
Advanced Studies (CAS) on 27 July 2026. Led by Prof. Dr. Maurice Furstenberg
(German Philology, LMU), the workshop brings together interdisciplinary
perspectives on feedback and Al across research areas concerned with
learning. Participants will compare and reflect on methodological approaches,
with the aim of improving how feedback and Al can be operationalized in
studies.

See details here.
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Summer School: Al and Machine Learning in
Corporate Finance (27.07. to 13.08.)

LMU’s Munich International Summer University (MISU) offers the summer
academy “Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning: Foundations and
Applications in Corporate Finance” from 27 July to 13 August 2026. Hosted by
the Institute for Market-based Management at the LMU School of Management,
the course introduces basic machine learning approaches, data analytics, and
Python-based applications. Participants will work on practical finance-related
tasks such as classification of analysts’ conference calls, loan loss prediction
and price or volume forecasts.

Learn more here.
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Munich Center for Machine Learning

Workshop: Causal Machine Learning (13.08.)

The fifth MCML Workshop on Causal Machine Learning will take place at LMU on
13 August 2026. Organized by Prof. Dr. Stefan Feuerriegel (Artificial Intelligence
in Management, LMU) and his team, the workshop brings together researchers
working on causal inference and machine learning. Topics are relevant across
fields such as medicine and marketing, where Al systems increasingly need to
support decisions about causes, interventions and treatment effects rather
than only correlations.

Register here.
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LMU Open Science Center

Open Science Summer School 2026 (07.09. to
15.09.)

The LMU Open Science Center will host its fifth hybrid Open Science Summer
School in September 2026, with participation possible online or at the
Philologicum Library. The program offers two tracks: open science knowledge
and skills for early career researchers, and instructor training for those who
want to teach open science. The summer school addresses preregistration,
reproducible workflows, FAIR data, and research transparency, which are also
central foundations for credible Al and data-intensive research.

Learn more and apply here.

Send us your news

This newsletter is a community-driven initiative by researchers affiliated with LMU Munich. It does
not represent official communication or positions of LMU.

Chair for Mathematical Foundations of Artificial Intelligence
AkademiestraBe 7
80799 Milnchen
Deutschland
ai-hub@Imu.de

If you don't want to receive any more messages (to: {EMAIL}), you can unsubscribe here at any time.


https://309506.seu2.cleverreach.com/c2/CCM6WTQ/[CLIENT_ID]-[MAILING_ID]/[USER_AES]/
https://309506.seu2.cleverreach.com/c2/CCNAAUI/[CLIENT_ID]-[MAILING_ID]/[USER_AES]/
https://309506.seu2.cleverreach.com/c/114833128/[USER_ID_SECURE]
https://309506.seu2.cleverreach.com/rmftlp.php?cid=[CTID]&mid=[MAILING_ID]&h=[CTID]-[USER_ID_SECURE]

